
Development remains strong in York 
Region, however the types of  proposals 
submitted over the past fi ve years has 
changed, as outlined in York Region’s 
2017 Development Activity Summa-
ry. Today, 60 per cent of  the Region’s 
housing mix consists of  semi-detached, 
townhouse and apartment units. This 
trend continues to increase year-over-
year.

“Development activity in York Re-
gion remains strong over the past fi ve 
years with Offi cial Plan Amendment 
approvals up 48 per cent and site plan 
approvals up 59 per cent,” said York 
Region chairman and CEO Wayne Em-
merson. “We are seeing a diverse and 
increasing mix of  housing options and 
offi ces built across York Region. This 
transformation is necessary as we mod-
ernize and prepare for expected popula-
tion and job growth.”

A total of  283 applications were re-
viewed and responded to by Regional 
staff  in 2017 including:

• 40 Offi cial Plan Amendment (OPA) 

applications.
• 67 subdivision or condominium ap-

plications conditionally approved.
• An additional 60 subdivision or con-

dominium applications cleared for con-
struction.

• 70 site plan application approvals.
• 46 engineering approvals.
York Regional Council continues its 

plan supporting development through 
investment in infrastructure and tran-
sit. In 2017, close to $380 million was 
collected as a result of  development 
charges. This fi gure is up 11 per cent 
from the previous year.

Development charges directly sup-
port growing our Regional transit sys-
tem, building roads improvements, and 
maintaining current transportation as-
sets to provide travellers with the most 
effi cient transportation network.

“Based on our detailed development 
trend forecast, applications should re-
main strong in 2018 as we work towards 
meeting Provincial growth targets and 
achieving the Region’s planning vi-

sion,” said Markham Regional Council-
lor Joe Li, chair of  the Region’s Plan-
ning and Economic Development.” The 
complexity and importance of  local 

planning matters are increasing given 
the shift towards infi ll development 
and intensifi cation projects within ur-
ban areas.”

 Development applications up in York Region in past 5 years

 Guide Light promotes public safety
By Mark Pavilons

Is saving a life worth the price of  lunch?
The answer is obvious, and there’s an effort to promote public safety with an 

affordable piece of  tech that every homeowner should have.
This simple, intelligent light bulb, complete with its own remote, brings help 

right to your door. In fact, it’s been proven to save lives.
All you have to do is replace your existing exterior light bulb with the Guide 

Light. In the event of  an emergency, it fl ashes red, alerting fi rst responders and 
neighbours of  trouble. The light can be seen three to fi ve kilometres away! Day or 
night, emergency personnel can fi nd you much faster and when seconds count, it 
means the difference between life and death.

Tony Nowzari, president and founder of  Safety Aid, said it’s ideal for neigh-
bours as well, who often tend to be on the lookout for the well-being of  others in 
their community. There have been instances when neighbours have come to the 
aid of  Guide Light users.

King Fire and Emergency Services has embraced the Guide Light, and installed 
them in hundreds of  King homes. The goal is to have one in every home through-
out the township.

During regular home visits by fi re services personnel, ensuring residents have 
working smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, they’re now offering the Guide 
Light. Fire Chief  Wall said they are beginning to track the addresses where the 
light is being installed and this feature will enhance the 911 system.

The program has taken off  locally thanks to the support from Nowzari and lo-
cal Lions Clubs (Schomberg, Nobleton, King City). Nowzari has donated several 
hundred lights.

Nowzari is quick to point out that he’s dealt with several fi re departments 
across Canada, and the light has been a major hit in Alberta.

An inventor and businessman, Nowzari said he has patented the Guide Light 
and is working on another public safety “game changer,” a wifi  remote that will 
access all home safety systems effi ciently, without any monthly fees.

If  you would like one of  these lights, contact the King Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices at 905-833-2800.

For more on the product itself, contact Nowzari at 416-749-6660 or Tony@safe-
tyaid.com

8 - THE WEEKLY SENTINEL - Thursday, May 24, 2018

GIOSETTA BELPERIO

DANIELLA CAMPOLI

ABR, SRES, Broker

Sales Representative

&&

Call Us For Your 
REAL ESTATE

CONSULTATION

Giosetta
Belperio

ABR, Broker

WWW.REALPROPERTY4U.CA416.736.6500 x150Making your move the right move.

A trusted Realtor since 1999

Giosetta
Belperio

ABR, Broker

WWW.REALPROPERTY4U.CA416.736.6500 x150Making your move the right move.

A trusted Realtor since 1999

Business, Finance
& Real Estate

www.KingChamber.ca
Your Voice for Business in King

������@VUNL�:[���(\YVYH�(\[V�*HTW\Z��� ������� ������^^ �̂OPNOSHUKNT�JVT
VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

GET INTO A CHEVY. THE TRUCK THAT ALWAYS HAS YOUR BACK. 

Wednesday May 30     7:00 PM  
 Nobleton Lakes Golf Club, 
125 Nobleton Lakes Dr,  Nobleton

Make your ¥oice Count!
King Vaughan -Meet Your Candidates

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

KAREN WRIGHT

Direct: 416-580-1382

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

63 HUMBER VALLEY CRESCENT, KING CITY  $1,825,000

Independently Owned & Operated

905.841.4809 (Cell)
www.brianspeers.ca

Residential, Commercial,
Acreage

   Your
Sales Representative  

   in King
   &
   New
   Tecumseth

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

Helping you get where 
you want to go

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    O����15342 Yonge St, Aurora    O����www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Development remains strong in York 
Region, however the types of  proposals 
submitted over the past fi ve years has 
changed, as outlined in York Region’s 
2017 Development Activity Summa-
ry. Today, 60 per cent of  the Region’s 
housing mix consists of  semi-detached, 
townhouse and apartment units. This 
trend continues to increase year-over-
year.

“Development activity in York Re-
gion remains strong over the past fi ve 
years with Offi cial Plan Amendment 
approvals up 48 per cent and site plan 
approvals up 59 per cent,” said York 
Region chairman and CEO Wayne Em-
merson. “We are seeing a diverse and 
increasing mix of  housing options and 
offi ces built across York Region. This 
transformation is necessary as we mod-
ernize and prepare for expected popula-
tion and job growth.”

A total of  283 applications were re-
viewed and responded to by Regional 
staff  in 2017 including:

• 40 Offi cial Plan Amendment (OPA) 

applications.
• 67 subdivision or condominium ap-

plications conditionally approved.
• An additional 60 subdivision or con-

dominium applications cleared for con-
struction.

• 70 site plan application approvals.
• 46 engineering approvals.
York Regional Council continues its 

plan supporting development through 
investment in infrastructure and tran-
sit. In 2017, close to $380 million was 
collected as a result of  development 
charges. This fi gure is up 11 per cent 
from the previous year.

Development charges directly sup-
port growing our Regional transit sys-
tem, building roads improvements, and 
maintaining current transportation as-
sets to provide travellers with the most 
effi cient transportation network.

“Based on our detailed development 
trend forecast, applications should re-
main strong in 2018 as we work towards 
meeting Provincial growth targets and 
achieving the Region’s planning vi-

sion,” said Markham Regional Council-
lor Joe Li, chair of  the Region’s Plan-
ning and Economic Development.” The 
complexity and importance of  local 

planning matters are increasing given 
the shift towards infi ll development 
and intensifi cation projects within ur-
ban areas.”

 Development applications up in York Region in past 5 years

 Guide Light promotes public safety
By Mark Pavilons

Is saving a life worth the price of  lunch?
The answer is obvious, and there’s an effort to promote public safety with an 

affordable piece of  tech that every homeowner should have.
This simple, intelligent light bulb, complete with its own remote, brings help 

right to your door. In fact, it’s been proven to save lives.
All you have to do is replace your existing exterior light bulb with the Guide 

Light. In the event of  an emergency, it fl ashes red, alerting fi rst responders and 
neighbours of  trouble. The light can be seen three to fi ve kilometres away! Day or 
night, emergency personnel can fi nd you much faster and when seconds count, it 
means the difference between life and death.

Tony Nowzari, president and founder of  Safety Aid, said it’s ideal for neigh-
bours as well, who often tend to be on the lookout for the well-being of  others in 
their community. There have been instances when neighbours have come to the 
aid of  Guide Light users.

King Fire and Emergency Services has embraced the Guide Light, and installed 
them in hundreds of  King homes. The goal is to have one in every home through-
out the township.

During regular home visits by fi re services personnel, ensuring residents have 
working smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, they’re now offering the Guide 
Light. Fire Chief  Wall said they are beginning to track the addresses where the 
light is being installed and this feature will enhance the 911 system.

The program has taken off  locally thanks to the support from Nowzari and lo-
cal Lions Clubs (Schomberg, Nobleton, King City). Nowzari has donated several 
hundred lights.

Nowzari is quick to point out that he’s dealt with several fi re departments 
across Canada, and the light has been a major hit in Alberta.

An inventor and businessman, Nowzari said he has patented the Guide Light 
and is working on another public safety “game changer,” a wifi  remote that will 
access all home safety systems effi ciently, without any monthly fees.

If  you would like one of  these lights, contact the King Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices at 905-833-2800.

For more on the product itself, contact Nowzari at 416-749-6660 or Tony@safe-
tyaid.com

8 - THE WEEKLY SENTINEL - Thursday, May 24, 2018

GIOSETTA BELPERIO

DANIELLA CAMPOLI

ABR, SRES, Broker

Sales Representative

&&

Call Us For Your 
REAL ESTATE

CONSULTATION

Giosetta
Belperio

ABR, Broker

WWW.REALPROPERTY4U.CA416.736.6500 x150Making your move the right move.

A trusted Realtor since 1999

Giosetta
Belperio

ABR, Broker

WWW.REALPROPERTY4U.CA416.736.6500 x150Making your move the right move.

A trusted Realtor since 1999

Business, Finance
& Real Estate

www.KingChamber.ca
Your Voice for Business in King

������@VUNL�:[���(\YVYH�(\[V�*HTW\Z��� ������� ������^^ �̂OPNOSHUKNT�JVT
VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

GET INTO A CHEVY. THE TRUCK THAT ALWAYS HAS YOUR BACK. 

Wednesday May 30     7:00 PM  
 Nobleton Lakes Golf Club, 
125 Nobleton Lakes Dr,  Nobleton

Make your ¥oice Count!
King Vaughan -Meet Your Candidates

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

KAREN WRIGHT

Direct: 416-580-1382

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

63 HUMBER VALLEY CRESCENT, KING CITY  $1,825,000

Independently Owned & Operated

905.841.4809 (Cell)
www.brianspeers.ca

Residential, Commercial,
Acreage

   Your
Sales Representative  

   in King
   &
   New
   Tecumseth

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

Helping you get where 
you want to go

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    O����15342 Yonge St, Aurora    O����www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent



By Mark Pavilons

The innovative Guide Light has 
saved lives. And, it’s creating safer com-
munities.

The brainchild of  Tony Nowzari, 
president and founder of  Safety Aid, 
the Guide Light is ideal in neighbours 
where we tend to look after our own.

There have been instances when 
neighbours have come to the aid of  
Guide Light users.

George Koss, an 87-year-old man 
from Toronto, fell and knocked himself  
out. When he regained consciousness, 
the activated the Guide Light and help 
arrived.

The Guide Light saves valuable 

seconds during an emergency, and in 
Koss’s case, saved his life.

In another incident, a couple called 
the local fi re department and waited 
for their arrival. Tina saw the fl ashing 
lights at the bottom of  the street and 
realized that they were having a hard 
time identifying her house so she acti-
vated the Guide Light and that directed 
them to her front door. 

“If  it wasn’t for Guide Light I don’t 
know what would have happened to my 
husband. He was bleeding really bad 
and we both were scared. Guide light 
brought attention to our home for the 
fi rst responders and our neighbours.  I 
highly recommend this light to anyone. 
Guide Light is a life-saver,” Tina said.

Nowzari said time is of  the essence, 
especially during instances of  heart at-
tack, stroke or choking.

Nowzari has been touring across 
Canada, promoting the Guide Light to 
fi rst responders and fi re departments. 
He noted emergency personnel are 
amazed at the time they’re saving re-
sponding to calls. The light has been 
particularly effective in coastal areas 
that experience “black fog.”

Nowzari said the applications of  the 
Guide Light are limitless. They can 
be installed at schools and triggered 
during lockdown situations, alerting 
emergency responders.

King Fire and Emergency Services 
has embraced the Guide Light, and in-
stalled it at many residences.

This simple, intelligent light bulb, 
complete with its own remote, brings 
help right to your door. In fact, it’s been 
proven to save lives. Each bulb is syn-
chronized to the remote.

You simply replace your existing ex-
terior light bulb with the Guide Light. 
In the event of  an emergency, it fl ash-
es red, alerting fi rst responders and 

neighbours of  trouble. The light can be 
seen upwards of  three to fi ve kilome-
tres away!

Nowzari added the product has been 
in Canada just over a year now. He be-
gan his company after his father-in-law 
suffered a heart attack in a metropoli-
tan community, and emergency crews 
had trouble fi nding the home in bad 
weather.

For more on the product itself, con-
tact Nowzari at 416-749-6660 or Tony@
safetyaid.com

 The Guide Light has already proven to save lives

Creativity needed on townhouse site
 From Page 3

A Merchant Circle man said the plan consists of  too many units and will funda-
mentally change the neighbourhood.

Another resident said we shouldn’t set a precedent where a heritage home 
comes down in favour of  houses.

Charles Cooper, a Main Street resident, said while he’s not opposed to develop-
ment in general, he said the unique home should not be demolished. He urged the 
developers to utilize the home in the design.

He pointed out the density fi gures provided were artifi cial, since one-third of  
the property is Environmental Constraint and should be removed from the calcu-
lations. The roof  peaks of  the proposed homes will loom large.

Regarding affordable housing, Cooper said this is a “pipe dream” since these 
3- and 4-bedroom units will be expensive.

He has set up a petition which has attracted well over 1,000 signatures, indicat-
ing residents are engaged in this issue.

A Rice Drive resident said parking will be a major issue, along with emergency 
access to the site and snow removal.

Greg Locke, of  Concerned Citizens of  King Township (CCKT), called this pro-
posal “awkward.” The CCKT supports mixed use and the idea of  townhouses, but 
feels there are just too many for this site. Regarding the home, Locke said the con-
sultants didn’t specifi cally say why the house couldn’t be salvaged. He admitted it 
needs work, but “it’s a gem.”

Resident Mary Asselstine noted this lot is the “gateway” to historic Schomberg 
and has a lot of   heritage value. The home is a local landmark.

Other residents echoed the sentiment, noting the building is a “unique identi-
fi er” of  Schomberg.

Councillor Bill Cober said the size and scope of  the project is at the heart of  the 
issue, and he hopes the Township can continue to work with King Ridge.

“This needs a site-specifi c approach,” he said. “It needs to fi t in.”
Councillor Debbie Schaefer challenged the developer to work with the heritage 

home, noting it adds to Schomberg’s appeal to tourists and visitors, which gener-
ate income.

Councillor Cleve Mortelliti did point out that if  this home stays, its location 
would hinder access to the site. He said a lot of  give and take is necessary to make 
things work. “Creativity is needed,” he said.

He, too, said people have to get the notion of  affordable housing in King out 
of  their minds. Given the current economic realities, affordable housing is not 
feasible.
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